Comparison of drug abuse fatalities and emergencies.
During a 9-month period, drug abuse emergencies were investigated prospectively and compared with drug-related fatalities of the same period. The emergency patients were of younger age, the proportion of women and the prevalence of infections with HIV, HBV and HCV was higher than in drug-related deaths. Additional alcohol consumption was similar in both groups but more frequent in drug-addict emergencies where the patients were 20-30 years of age. It is suggested that the emergency patients might characterise a special risk group of drug addicts and might be a target for interventional help to prevent fatalities.